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Dissenting Opinion: The Grand Ol’ Party 

hether I believe it or not there 

seems to be a common narrative 

running through the political 

media these days, and depending on which 

news network your plugged into that 

narrative may change, but I keep hearing 

about a split in the Republican Party, also 

known as the G.O.P. (Grand Old Party).  

With the rise of more recent extreme 

candidates like Roy Moore, Joe Arpaio and 

the infamous Don Blankenship more left 

leaning networks seem to be pushing the 

narrative that the GOP is split between 

Trump-centered candidates and more 

traditional Republicans.  

In November we will all be watching the mid-

term elections like hawks watching for field 

mice. With all the talk of a so called “blue 

wave” being an ever-present possibility the 

Republican Party may be in jeopardy of 

losing majority control which makes the 

upcoming mid-terms so interesting to follow, 

even for those of us outside possible swing 

states. As Michael Gerson and Peter Wehner 

of Commentary Magazine, a New York 

based conservative magazine, wrote in a 

piece from March of this year, “The 

Republican Party is in trouble.”  I for one am 

inclined to agree with them.  

Judging by the recent uptick in candidates 

that most would call extreme, I’m left 

wondering if this is going to be something we 

see more of. To start let’s go all the way back 

to December of 2017. The special election to 

fill the recently vacated Alabama Senate seat, 

after Jeff Sessions was appointed as Attorney 

General, soon found it’s way onto headlines 

and front pages just about everywhere. Roy 

Moore was running as a Republican against 

Democrat Doug Jones. You may remember a 

little controversy that came after Roy Moore 

was credibly, and I do mean credibly, 

accused of a number of horrific and 

disgusting things not least of which was his 

history of having an unnatural attraction to 

young girls. But this didn’t stop the President 

of the United States himself from offering his 

personal endorsement along with the 

endorsement of the R.N.C. (Republican 

Nation Convention). Thankfully the voters 

on Alabama saw Moore for the slime bag he 

was and in a relatively historic victory 

actually elected a Democrat to the Senate.  

That was the proverbial last nail in the coffin 

for me. The Republican Party had done 

something so unforgivable, to this day I will 

no longer call myself a Republican. This is 

just a side note to denote the fact that I’ve 

personally ‘felt’ the shift or split in the party 

that media outlets are pushing. There is 

something happening to the G.O.P. and 

frankly I’m not a fan.  

In this most recent round of primary elections 

I look a close look at the battle unfolding in 
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West Virginia. Not because I care about 

whether or not the seat goes to a Republican 

or Democrat but because I saw a name on the 

docket that I remember from an old John 

Oliver episode. That name was Don 

Blankenship. He’s a disgraced coal magnate 

who used to be somewhat of a Trump 

supporter though his tone has changed over 

recent months. To just touch on just what 

makes him such a waste of brain space, he is 

a convicted criminal. Not just your everyday 

run of the mill criminal, no. He oversaw a 

coal mine which collapsed killing 29 miners. 

Why all the hate on the big boss? Well, for a 

number of years before the collapse he swept 

an insane number of safety violations under 

the rug. This ultimately culminated in him 

spending a year in prison.  

Again, luckily the voters of West Virginia 

said no to Blankenship. Only scrapping in 

about 20% of the vote, the world was spared 

from this waste of humanity gaining power in 

public office. But 20% is too much in my 

mind. More and more of these extreme 

candidates are running and many point their 

finger to the President for this. I don’t know 

if I’d go that far but I will say that the fact that 

someone like Donald Trump who was once 

thought to be unelectable might have paved 

the way for more “unelectable” candidates 

rising up. I’m not saying that I completely 

believe that but it’s a thought that runs 

through my mind.  

In August of this year we’ll be watching the 

Arizona primaries. Senator Jeff Flake is not 

seeking reelection which leaves his senate 

seat open and yet another one of these 

extreme candidates is rising to try and take it.  

You may remember the name of former 

Sheriff Joe Arpiao, who I believe was 

President Trump’s first official pardon, will 

be running for the Arizona seat left open by 

Jeff Flake. I’m not going to pretend that I can 

sense his chances at the moment, but from 

everything I’ve read lately, he may actually 

have a decent amount of support.  

This is what scares me about the future of the 

Republican party. With at least 3 Senate seats 

up for grabs and 24 seats in the House of 

Representatives being vacated by 

Republicans who will not be seeking 

reelection, will we see more Joe Arpaio’s and 

more Don Blankenship’s?  

The other thing that gets me a little worried is 

that fact that another Arizona Senator John 

McCain isn’t long for this world. If he dies 

before the mid-terms or even a short time 

after, it might afford someone like Joe Arpaio 

another opportunity to grab power. 

In times like these, where tumultuous 

candidates seem to be popping up all over, 

the Republican Party must make their stance. 

They must clearly define their platform. In 

my eyes they need a good old fashion re-

branding, and if another candidate like Roy 

Moore somehow makes it through the 

primaries into November, they’re going to 

have to separate themselves off and disavow 

any more bad actors that come along. 

Without doing so, not only will they lose their 

majority control but they would stand a good 

chance of losing any major popularity with 

the public.    
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