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Dissenting or Concurring Opinion: 

Presidential Connection to Citizens 

Social media is used in tens if not 

hundreds of different ways and with as 

many different intents. Before we started 

this podcast, I used it the way most people 

my age did to say whatever I wanted on 

Twitter and share funny pictures on 

Instagram. As we have all seen it has 

evolved to much more than that whether it’s 

Instagram models, meme pages across 

platforms or attempted influence on 

elections around the globe. Because of the 

variations of intent that are spread across its 

users it can be argued either way if social 

media has had an overall positive or 

negative effect on the people who use it. I 

feel, like about most things, that it will be 

colored by the experiences you have had 

personally or stories you have heard from 

those around you. I have heard stories of 

people finding love and also lives being 

ruined because of things that happened on 

social media, which are very common 

themes.  

One very prevalent and affecting use 

of social media is the way it is used by our 

own President Trump. Like many others I do 

not carry fond feelings for the tweets that 

come out of the personal account of our 

President but accept his right to free speech 

the way I accept it for every other person in 

the system. With that free speech I feel 

comfortable saying that President Trump’s 

filter is near nonexistent, and in the world 

we live in I think it would be a more positive 

example for him to consider what he says 

before he says it and at the least be sure the 

things that he is saying are factual. I am 

adamantly opposed to the spreading of 

information that is not factual, and in turn 

find serious issue with the numerous times 

the highest-ranking individual in this 

country has lied and even gone to lengths to 

try and defend his own lies. 

Colin raised a point on Episode 11 

about the connection that President Trump 

has with the country and how it is arguably 

unlike that had by any other President. The 

value that there is to be had in the reach of 

the personal twitter handle of the president 

is undeniable. President Trump has 51.4 

million followers on Twitter. Even if we 

assume that only half of those people are 

exposed to that content on a daily basis 

(which is probably conservative), that is an 

absolutely massive reach that may or may 

not influence the way that people feel about 

the country, his policies, whatever his target 

is at that time, or even the man or the office 

itself. That kind of influence can be 

dangerous if wielded by the wrong person. 

We have already seen examples of The 

President supporting dangerous ideas 

whether it is the constant mention of 

collusion in an investigation that is not 



rooted in an idea of collusion or the 

spreading of videos from confirmed far right 

and alt right activists. Not only did the 

spreading of those messages not help the 

Presidents’ attempts to distance himself 

from the alt right but it boosts support for 

ideals that can be almost universally 

opposed because of how dangerous they are. 

The flip side of this, and the one I 

had not considered, is that that power and 

that reach could be used for the better - to 

spread ideas that would benefit this country 

and the people in it instead of just slander 

people who oppose the ideas being 

presented, because the point of the internet 

is to be able to share with whoever, 

whenever. I think this is my first formal 

Concurring opinion because I appreciate that 

Colin opened my eyes to the possibility that 

lies in the power the President posses on 

social media. I am not sure that I can see 

President Trump turning his current pattern 

of disrespectful and sometimes disgusting 

content around and using his platform for a 

better purpose, but because of the respect I 

have for the office of the President I 

continue to hope that Donald Trump will 

rise to the occasion. 

If I am proved to be wrong and this 

unfortunate pattern continues then I feel 

confident that this stage of politics that 

allowed our current President to find his 

place in office is temporary, and the next 

person to occupy the office will use the 

platform given to him for the positive. To 

openly extend a hand to those across the 

aisle rather than slap them down, to show 

the world disapproval of the actions of 

another regime without stamping childish 

nicknames on people to gain more media 

attention. This hope coincides for me with 

the hope and positive outlook I have for 

technology and the way people interact with 

it. As we’ve talked about before technology 

has grown at a rate I don’t think people were 

prepared to keep up with, but eventually it 

we will catch up and be able use the 

technology we have and that which we 

invent to benefit our species. Social media is 

only a small piece of this but the same 

theory reigns for me, this is a temporary low 

and with any hope it is the dark time before 

the dawn.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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