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Dissenting Opinion: The House Divided 

and Its Uncertain Future 

ast week Don and I chatted for a bit 

about the Speaker of the House Paul 

Ryan announcing his intentions not 

to run for re-election in his district. This 

means that not only do we have a House of 

Representative position that is up for 

electoral grabs but also the empty Speaker’s 

chair. Who will get the vote if the 

Republicans manage against the odds of 

history to remain in power? And with the so 

called ‘blue-wave’ on a lot of peoples’ minds, 

what does the future of Democratic 

leadership look like? 

A couple of weeks before Speaker Ryan’s 

announcement to not seek re-election he sat 

down with Ben Shapiro of the Daily Wire for 

an interview. In the interview the Speaker is 

asked where he thinks things will head 

coming into the mid-term elections, he says 

that he felt good about their chances. He 

followed by pointing out that historically 

during the first mid-term following a 

presidential election, on average the majority 

part loses about 32 seats. Mentioning that 

currently Republicans only have a 24-seat 

majority. Insisting that a tailwind of 

achievements will help give Republicans a 

better chance. Pointing to the passing of the 

Tax Bill, calling it “the gift that’s going to 

keep on giving” and counting on Americans 

to see the real effective change that comes 

with that. He insists that the bill will provide 

such a strong foundation for economic 

growth and opportunity that he it will put all 

the Democrats whom opposed it on the 

wrong side of history. Whether or not I put as 

much faith in the Tax Bill’s ability to keep the 

Republican party in power as Speaker Ryan 

does, I am left wondering what the true power 

of it will be speaking in terms of re-election 

power that is.  

The mid-term elections are on just about 

every political commentators’ mind right 

now. With Speaker Ryan on the way out, the 

Republicans are looking to their future. Can 

they maintain their majority against the odds? 

If the tailwind of Tax Bill keeps the sails of 

the Republican ship on course, who will get 

the Speakers chair? Two senior members of 

the house majority leadership, House 

Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy and House 

Majority Whip Steve Scalise, who you may 

recall was the one hospitalized at a 

Congressional Softball event, are the most 

probably candidates. Apparently, House 

Freedom Caucus Co-Founder Representative 

Jim Jordan (R-OH) is also considering a run. 

I’m left asking if anymore names will be 

brought up. 

This brings me to my most important 

question. Just who will be voting for the new 

Speaker position, Republicans or Democrats? 

The so called “blue-wave” is foundationally 

a ‘wave’ of district upset election results. 
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Picture a wave of Blue Donkey’s washing 

across the land, converting once red districts 

(Republican) to blue ones (Democrat). The 

polling around this topic seems to vary 

wildly, though polling in today’s world may 

simply not be as informative as they once 

were. Depending on the day, depending on 

how the questions were asked and frankly 

what President Trump’s twitter looked like 

the night before these polls, can shift. I for 

one can’t argue against the facts on the 

ground, and I really can’t tell which way the 

winds of change will shift.  

With the rise of school shooting discussion in 

the public sphere, we’ve seen a huge surge in 

youth participation, if not in the political 

world, then in the activist word. Which, by 

the way, in no way am I disparaging activism 

or activists, I’m simply pointing out that there 

has been a rise in young activism lately. 

Whether you feel like the voices of the 

‘children’ shouldn’t listened to, or even taken 

seriously, while I will say I can certainly 

understand that perspective at the end of the 

day, their voices are being heard. It could be 

the emerging world of the internet and social 

media that’s giving their voices such volume 

or it’s the big media networks such as CNN 

or FOXNEWS, their voices are now being 

broadcast for all to hear, and the world isn’t 

going to hold their hands over their ears and 

this will cause some kind of an effect. It’s not 

a matter of ‘should’ we listen, because unless 

you’re divorced from social media, news and 

politics altogether your going to see or hear 

something. It’s 2018 and due to countless 

reasons, these newly activated young people 

will be showing up to the voting booth. Why 

does the youth of today have anything to do 

with the Speaker of the House seat? These 

young people, 17-18 years old in particular, 

seem to be much more Democratic leaning, if 

not further left than that, and depending on 

just how many of these passionate people 

show up to vote, they could act as a powerful 

‘new’ active voting bloc, which in turn could 

drastically change the political landscape.    

In closing I want to look at an interesting 

article I read in a CBSNEWS op-ed. The 

author is Michael Steel, the managing 

director of a Washington-based public affairs 

firm. He brings up an interesting point in his 

piece entitled “Nancy Pelosi's unpopularity 

with House Democratic challengers threatens 

midterm hopes”. Steel believes that current 

leader of the House Minority and Former 

Speaker of the house, she would be doing the 

Democrats a favor if she was to vow to not 

pick up the gavel if indeed the Democrats did 

win back the house. He claims that there are 

at least 12 Democrat House members that 

will not vote for her. Given the fractured state 

of the Democratic party today, it will be 

interesting, to say the least, what their 

strategy moving forward will be.  

After the Presidential election, it looked like 

the party would split into two. One backed by 

the ‘exciting’ Bernie Sanders, whose 

Socialist based messages attracted a lot of 

those young people we were speaking of 

earlier. The other side of the party seems to 

be playing it more business as usual, calling 

the new Tax Bill dangerous and devastating 

to the economy and a blatant money grab for 

the elite. Which is way Speaker Ryan spoke 

to concentrating a lot behind the ‘good’ the 

bill has done and will do for the American 

people. Don’t get me wrong, the Republican 

party is split right now as well, I’d say it’s 



more of a Pro-Trump or against Trump 

breakdown. We’ve also seen a pretty large 

number of sitting Republicans announcing 

their intentions not to seek reelection.  

It was a little lengthy and I really only 

scratched the surface of it, but if this doesn’t 

underscore just how exciting this mid-term 

election is, I don’t know what will. Don and 

I will be watching closely and will be there to 

bring you all the goods as we get closer and 

closer to election time.  
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