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Dissenting or Concurring Opinion: 

Possible Implication of UBI 

Universal Basic Income (UBI) is the 

general idea of providing the citizens of a 

country or state with a wage that would 

allow said citizen to provide basic 

necessities for themselves outside of 

whatever salary they take in from their jobs, 

if they have one. There is a huge amount of 

different ideas for this and how it would be 

implemented from the amount of money to 

who would get it and where the money 

would come from. It seems to me the 

discussion of the idea is so broad because 

for it to be applied to any nation or body of 

people specifically it would have to be 

tailored to fit that community.  

 In most conversations I have heard 

of been apart of involving UBI the number 

for America is usually about $1,000 per 

person every month. Taking a look at the 

area that I live in where average rent is 

slightly over that, it is by no means a wage 

that you could live on or raise a family on, 

meaning that the UBI would almost 

definitely have to be accompanied by 

another source of income. I mention that 

because one of the larger points against a 

UBI is that it could further instill a sense of 

laziness in a community, regarded by many, 

to be lazy already. There is a glaring 

misconception carried by many unfamiliar 

with poverty or low-income individual and 

families, that people around, at or below the 

poverty are there largely at a fault of their 

own often thought to be laziness. I obviously 

cannot speak for every person in this 

country who fits in that economic 

description, but I can speak from personal 

experience coming from an up bringing of 

low income. With this particular hue to the 

lens I see the world through, I can tell you 

that in my personal experience, the 

percentage of people who come from low 

income and are not driven (very strongly in 

most cases) for better than what they had 

growing up, is very low. I would never 

argue, much like I said about entitlement 

programs on this week’s pod, that lazy 

people cannot come from low incomes, but 

the ratio to those that are and are not driven 

is in the favor of those who are driven. 

 Another point in this discussion 

about UBI is where the money would come 

from. On a national scale, it seems to me the 

source for the income would come from 

many places but largely from pre-existing 

entitlement programs, (food stamps, health 

insurance, rent subsidies, etc.) but also from 

other sources such as carbon taxes, income 

taxes, cuts to military spending, independent 

investment and many more. Because this 

conversation is mostly being had at the 

ground level, there is only speculation as to 

where the money would come from driven 

by personal ideal. It makes sense to me that 



most of the money would come from 

entitlement programs simply because the 

goal of UBI is essentially to make sure those 

programs are not widely needed like they 

are now.  

 There are a few places around the 

world and even in the U.S. where some form 

of basic income is being tested. Cyprus, 

France, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 

Austria, Iceland, Ireland and the Netherlands 

are only some of the countries with SOME 

FORM of basic income or guaranteed 

minimum income. In the United States there 

is one town in California that has made the 

choice to begin a UBI program that was 

funded by the Economic Security Project 

(ESP) that was started by Chris Hughes, a 

cofounder of Facebook, along with other 

people. In Stockton, California the young 

Mayor Michael Tubbs has been in the news 

since late 2017 when news of his idea 

gained popularity as well as much criticism. 

The program is set to start in August of 2018 

and would provide a minimum of 100 

people with a monthly payment of $500 for 

three years. It is similar to a test ending as 

this year closes in Finland where 2,000 

unemployed people received approximately 

700 dollars every month. The test was meant 

to see if a less bureaucratic option of welfare 

could work better. I have heard personal 

testimony on the BBC daily news podcast 

that Colin and I discussed this week and 

from the information I have gathered the test 

seems to be going well, while it is important 

to add that the data from the study will not 

be released until it concludes. 

 UBI is becoming more and more 

popular in conversation as the fear of jobs 

being automated rises. It is a concern of 

many people, including industry leaders like 

Elon Musk and Mark Zuckerberg, that the 

American worker will no longer be in 

control of their own fate, and a basic income 

would allow people the freedom to accept 

part time jobs and not be hindered by the 

part time salary. Without better information 

or numbers on UBI it is hard to say for 

certain whether or not it would work in this 

country. However, it is easy for me to say 

that with automation of jobs being a serious 

threat, especially within the community that 

would be the most affected by a UBI, it is 

something that should be seriously discussed 

and considered. Even the simple 

consideration of the growing population in 

the world and the United States it is easy to 

follow the line of thinking that at the current 

growth rate, the numbers of jobs in this 

country will not be able to sustain the need 

for work.  

Before the talks of UBI can begin, 

there needs to be a serious adjustment in the 

way a lot of Americans looks at those who 

make less money than them. Realistically 

there would be an earning cap, were UBI to 

be implemented in our country, to ensure 

that people who receive the money would be 

affected by it, and we as a society would 

need to be sure that the receiving of a basic 

income would not stigmatize the receiver the 

way food stamps and other programs can 

now, and did not make those who do not 

receive the money feel as if they are not 

being taken care of by our system. The 

potential for a dynamic shift in the opposite 

of the intended direction is there, and it 

would be our job in an attempt to sidestep 

bureaucracy to ensure that did not happen. 
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