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t seems like it was just yesterday that the 

national conversation was all about the 

sacred cow of Net Neutrality. Please 

don’t get me wrong, I am a fan of net 

neutrality over all, the idea of “soft-touch” 

policies seemed to work out pretty well for a 

number of years. That is of course until the 

oversized novelty coffee mug totting 

Chairman of the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) Ajit Pai came on the 

scene.  

 A quick recap for those who might 

not have been paying attention. Back in 

December of 2017 the FCC held a vote, a 

vote which by the way only consisted of a 

five-person committee, to repel the Net 

Neutrality laws that had been in place since 

2005, by a vote of only 3-2. Yes, that’s right 

it was only 3 votes, from UNELECTED 

bureaucrats I would add, that stripped every 

American of their Net Neutrality protections. 

One thing to remember here is that the FCC 

Chair at the time was filled by a Republican, 

an important fact that seemed completely lost 

in the most recent debate. At the time of  the 

repel there was no shortage of news coverage 

around it but here is a link to a NY Times 

article I feel did the situation justice. I 

personally was cautiously hopeful about the 

whole repeal thing. At the time many of the 

giant ISP’s had begun to make public 

statements promising never to throttle or 

block users and so on. I wanted to give them 

a chance to do right by their customers, only 

time will tell on that though. 

 As it turns out the actual day Net 

Neutrality ends is coming up soon, April 23rd, 

2018. And what does this mean for you? 

Honestly it doesn’t mean too much other 

than, hopefully the big ISP’s keep their word 

and refuse to throttle or block. At this point 

all we can do it’s hope they’ll do the smart 

thing and not try to screw over their 

customers. There will be some red flags to 

look out for in the future but I will get into 

those at another time, maybe when we’re a 

little closer to April. As it is, we actually have 

a rather large red flag being hoisted right 

now, by none other than the State of Rhode 

Island, and you’ll never guess whom is 

behind it. That would be none other than two 

of the state legislators, namely Senators 

Hanna Gallo and Frank Ciccone, they are 

behind the disgraceful bill they call S 2584 

also known as the “Relating to Public 

Utilities And Carriers – Internet Digital 

Blocking”. The key words there being 

“digital blocking” and yes, it means what you 

think it does. 

 The bill put forth by the heavily 

Democratic controlled state legislature 

(31/38 seats in the Senate and 62/75 in the 

House) would do a number of things that 

frankly spit on the grave of the soon to be 
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dead Net Neutrality rules. Rules, it needs to 

be noted, that were viciously fought for by 

Democratic leaders at the federal level. To 

start, the bill would force ISP’s to provide 

and maintain a digital blocking capability 

that would render sexual content and/or 

patently offensive material inaccessible. 

Which seems insanely dystopian when you 

actually read it in black and white. But wait! 

There’s more! After said ISP’s pay out of 

pocket to create and maintain a new blocking 

system and in the bills words “Make 

reasonable and ongoing effort tot ensure that 

the digital content blocking capability 

functions property”, which sounds like a 24/7 

customer service platform of some kind 

pertaining to said blocking system. The bill 

goes on by saying the ISP’s would also have 

to establish a “reporting mechanism”, they 

suggest either a website or call center so 

customers could have an easy way to report 

unblocked sexual or offensive content. 

Forgive me for jumping straight to online 

media but, my mind immediately jumps to 

the various “Ad-pocalypse” periods we’ve 

seen via Youtube, and the subsequent 

problems creators faced due to the failures of 

the Youtube created consumer reporting 

systems. Enter AI and computer algorithms, 

but that is another story completely.   

 Ok so let us say that the state goes 

ahead and passes this disgraceful piece of 

legislation. As a consumer of content that the 

state government now defines as either 

sexual or patently offensive you still have a 

chance to get to that site the ISP’s are now 

blocking by state law. All you have to do is 

get through a $20 pay wall. Now there are a 

few more extra requirements of you besides 

just the $20 you have to front before you get 

your Pornhub access back. First you must 

request in writing that the capability 

(blocking) be disabled; present ID proving 

your over 18 years of age, acknowledge that 

you’ve received written warnings about the 

“dangers” of unblocking such content and 

then after all that is done, you pay your ONE 

TIME FEE of $20, now you can have your 

Pornhub back.  

I guess this is what the Democrats 

were talking about when they preached for a 

free and open internet last year. An internet 

free of ISP throttling and blocking of content. 

Right? I should probably step back a second 

and be fair since AT THE SAME TIME that 

this legislation is being pushed, they also 

have a “real” Net Neutrality bill being pushed 

too. So really it’s more of a free and open 

internet, unless the government steps in and 

decides that you don’t need access to certain 

things, which makes sense, if we lived in a 

George Orwell novel but I didn’t realize 

America was home to a free and open 

internet, as long as you pay extra for the free 

and open part. And I’m only going to mention 

this briefly, but the bill also states that in the 

event an ISP is unable to respond to reports 

of unblocked or unfiltered content in a timely 

manner they can be held legally liable. 

Damages of up to $500 per piece of reported 

but unblocked content can be levied. So get 

ready for a wave of civil lawsuits ISP’s of 

Rhode Island.   

All of that aside, I imagine the 

creators of the bill intend it to do good. since 

it would take the collection of $20 fees paid 

by consumers, and once a quarter submit 

them to the general treasury which would 

then be forwarded to the attorney general’s 



office to help fund the operations of the 

council of human trafficking. That part is 

indeed nice and it shows good intentions 

from the bill creators. But, to put it into the 

words of someone who made the saying 

popular, Mr. Dave Rubin of the Rubin Report 

“The road to Hell is paved with Good 

intentions” and this bill strikes me as nothing 

more than a blatant power grab by a state 

governmental body under the guise of public 

safety or some other such nonsense. Please 

find another way to fund your government 

run programs Rhode Island. If you pass this 

bill it could very well set a precedent for other 

states to follow. A precedent that undermines 

the very fundamental basis for Net Neutrality 

and even freedom of speech. Our one hope in 

this situation is in the fact that the bill was 

sent up to the state Judiciary, which with any 

luck will see it for what it is and stop the bill 

in its tracks. It would be a win for Net 

Neutrality, it would be a win for personal 

responsibility and it would be a win for 

liberty. 

And for anyone of you out there that 

thinks the internet isn’t a safe place, I am hear 

to tell you that it is only ever truly unsafe if 

you don’t know how to protect yourself 

online. Remember that every little picture 

you post on your Facebook or Instagram 

could possibly be seen by every single person 

in the modern world, regardless of your 

security or privacy settings. Please everyone 

just be safe and be smart out there.  
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