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Dissenting Opinion: A Brief Time Line of 

DACA and The Fake News Around It 

DACA, or the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals program, has caused a 

lot of confusion for myself and other people 

who have not been paying attention to 

politics since the programs’ inception. In 

short, DACA was enacted in June of 2012 

and is a program for illegal immigrants that 

were brought here as minors with their 

parents. The over 800,000 people enrolled in 

the program were given a renewable two-

year period in which they would be able to 

receive a work permit and go to school 

without fear of being deported, after a very 

strict background check, meaning that the 

applicants (commonly called Dreamers) 

would have to avoid any criminal activity in 

order to remain in the program. In 

September of 2017 The Trump 

Administration decided to end the program 

citing legal reasons from when the program 

was enacted. 

 In the last pod (episode 6) there was 

a discrepancy between Offie and I regarding 

a narrative being pressed by President 

Trump and many more that it is the fault of 

the Democratic Party and leadership that the 

Dreamers are in risk of deportation. The 

President, and many others who make this 

case, argue that the Democrats were 

unwilling to make a deal to save the 

Dreamers, a claim I would say is at least 

50% false. Let me be clear, I do not at all 

mean to absolve the Democratic Party of 

guilt in the situation, for if what the current 

administration says is true and the program 

was enacted illegally, then that would in fact 

be wrong. However, the current situation 

surrounding the Dreamers can be attributed 

to the Trump Administration on the most 

basic level because it is under this leadership 

that the program was ended, regardless of 

the reasoning for it, this blame must be 

accepted. 

 After the program was ended there 

were several discussions involving The 

President and many leaders of Congress to 

find a way to fix the situation the Dreamers 

were now in. In September there was a 

dinner with President Donald Trump, Rep 

Nancy Pelosi and Sen Chuck Schumer 

where there were indications from the 

congressmen that The White House had 

agreed in generalities to a DACA deal not 

involving the border wall. After failed 

attempts to tie DACA to the government 

funding bill there are several meetings in 

January to try and reach an immigration 

deal. On the 9th  of that month there was a 

bipartisan meeting where it is implied that 

The White House is willing to compromise 

on a bill, including agreeing with Dianne 

Feinstein that a clean DACA bill should be 

reached and it is later that same day that 

what will be called “The Four Pillars” is 



explained by Press Secretary Sarah Sanders. 

Two days later Dick Durbin and Lindsey 

Graham proposed a bipartisan bill that they 

had prepared in a group of six senators and 

it is rejected later by The President. On the 

19th Senator Chuck Schumer met with 

President Donald Trump for lunch and 

offered the $25 billion for the wall in 

exchange for a path to citizenship for the 

Dreamers. The deal was later rejected by 

The President despite Senator Schumer 

leaving under the impression an agreement 

had been reached. As a result of this and 

many other disagreements the government 

shuts down. On January 22nd the 

government reopened after Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell agreed to having 

open debate about immigration at a later 

date. That never happened. A few days later 

another Four Pillars style immigration plan 

was proposed by The White house that 

included several items the Democrats would 

not accept. Now in mid-February a 

bipartisan bill is put forward including $25 

billion for the wall on the southern border 

Trump campaigned on, disallows the parents 

of Dreamers from being allowed citizenship 

but does include a pathway for the Dreamers 

themselves and cuts part of “chain 

migration” Trump had rallied against. The 

bill failed to pass in the senate, with no help 

from the President torpedoing it on Twitter 

as per usual, less than two weeks before 

DACA vouchers were temporarily renewed 

and the Dreamers are saved from the fear of 

immediate deportation because the Supreme 

Court would not immediately hear on the 

appeal of DACA. In March just a few days 

before the recent omnibus bill is passed the 

Trump Administration indicates its desire 

for a fix on DACA and the wall. The 

omnibus bill was passed on March 22nd with 

no inclusion of DACA and it is the 

following day that The President blames the 

Democrats on twitter for DACA not being 

addressed.  

 Using the timeline I have 

reconstructed using numerous articles, I 

believe the conclusion is easy to draw that 

all parties involved, the Republicans, 

Democrats and Trump, played a roll in 

where DACA currently stands. My intention 

is not to defend the Democrats or attack The 

President, my intent is merely to highlight 

that this is another example of Donald 

Trump saying something that is not true and 

then calling contradictory claims “fake 

news”, and for him to state that the 

Democrats abandoned the Dreamers is false 

from the day the program was set for 

cancellation. While I feel confident that 

some type of deal will be reached 

concerning the group of youths that we have 

titled the Dreamers, I fear what that bill 

could look like and the picture it could paint 

for the world of an America where it takes at 

least one government shut down and the 

threat of another for us to come together and 

do what is right for our own citizens.  
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